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NOTES AND COMMENTS. 



The municipal authorities of Antwerp and the Belgian 
Government have expressed their purpose to do all in 
their power to make the Peace Congress which is to meet 
at Antwerp on the 29th of August a success. 

The Christian Arbitration and Peace Society of Phila- 
delphia has done an excellent thing in inaugurating what 
will probably turn out to be a series of annual peace con- 
ventions at Ocean Grove, N. J. The meeting this year, 
of which we give an extended report in this number of 
the Advocate, was the first one held there. Dr. Stokes, 
who is in charge of the Ocean Grove Association work, 
was so much pleased with the Convention that he invited 
the Society to come back next year. The meeting of 
this year, therefore, is probably the beginning of what 
we hope will turn out to be a very useful series of annual 
peace conventions at that place where so many thousands 
of people gather by the seaside every summer. 

We have received copies of the Bulletin of the " Society 
for the Propagation of Peace " founded by Pastor Samuel 
G£taz of Bienne, Switzerland. It is a Society founded on 
Christian principles, whose aim is to enlist the coopera- 
tion of the Christian Churches in that country in promot- 
ing the cause of Peace. The Society has already, though 
less than a year old, met with marked success in securing 
the adhesion of Swiss Churches, groups of adherents 
having been formed at Neuchatel, Bienne, Chaux-de- 
Fonds, Locle, Lausanne, Vevey, and St. Imier. 

Early in July the International Peace Bureau at Berne 
addressed a letter to the Press Congress sitting at Ant- 
werp, setting forth the recent rapid growth of the peace 
movement and commending the cause to the thoughtful 
consideration of journalists everywhere. 

A banquet was held in London on the evening of July 
20th in observance of the 25th anniversary of the laying 
of submarine cables to the far East. Many prominent 
men were present. The principal address of the evening 
was made by United States Ambassador Bayard, who al- 
luded to the power of the submarine telegraph to make 
war unnecessary, if not impossible. The battle of New 
Orleans, in which many gallant lives had been lost, was 
fought after peace had been declared, and could not have 
taken place, Mr. Bayard said, if ocean cables had then 
existed. 

There are now eleven cables in the Atlantic and an- 
other being laid. The total mileage of submarine cables 
is, in round numbers, 152,000, representing a cost of 
$200,000,000. 

War at this moment seems imminent between China and 
Japan over the question of their respective rights in Corea. 
Corea has demanded that Japan withdraw her troops be- 



fore she will consent to consider the reforms asked for by 
the latter country. China has claimed a sort of suzerainty 
over Corea, and regards Japan as trespassing on her rights. 
It is thought that Corea's firmness in asking the with- 
drawal of the Japanese troops is due to her backing in 
China. If the dispatches can be trusted, China has or- 
dered the different provinces of the empire to furnish 
20,000 troops each. Japan has a better, though smaller, 
military organization than China. 

The United States and England have both been using 
their influence to prevent war. The British Minister for 
Foreign Affairs had the other day a long interview be- 
tween the Chinese and Japanese ministers in London. We 
sincerely hope these friendly overtures may be effective. 
How much nobler in great nations to be thus engaged 
than to be fomenting strife. 

The annual meeting of the International Arbitration 
and Peace Association, London, was held in Westminster 
Town Hall on July 4th. Sir John Lubbock presided and a 
number of members of Parliament were present. Mr. 
Hodgson Pratt, President of the Association, read a 
summary of the thirteenth annual report, which dealt 
with international tribunals, the International Bureau of 
Peace, instruction in schools, the international alliance 
of Universities, the Anglo-American Treaty of Arbitra- 
tion, the progress of public opinion, Egypt and the 
Soudan, Matabeleland, the Brussels General Act ; France, 
Siam and England; France, England and Newfound- 
land ; Great Britain and France, Great Britain and 
Venezuela, the Behring Sea Arbitration, the proposal of 
a general truce, disarmament, and the financial position 
of the Association. 

The Chairman, Mr. Lubbock, said it was not less our 
interest than our duty to maintain friendly relations with 
other countries. The suffering and misery which war en- 
tailed were terrible to contemplate. The national debts 
of the world amounted to some 6,000,000,000L That of 
France had risen 600,000,0002. in twenty years. The last 
time he saw M. Gambetta they talked over that subject, 
and that distinguished man said, that if the present rate 
of expenditure were maintained, the day would come 
when Frenchmen would all be beggars in front of a bar- 
rack. By far the greater part of that appalling burden 
had fulfilled no useful purpose. The speech from the 
Throne had for some years past told us that we were on 
friendly terms with other countries ; yet in point of fact 
we never had any peace ; we lived practically in a state 
of war, happily without battles or bloodshed, but not 
without terrible sufferings. One-third of our national 
income was spent in preparing for future wars, another 
third in paying for past wars, and only one-third was 
left for the government of the country. In other cases 
the burden was even more crushing. Every man in 
Europe had to work an hour a day more than would other- 
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wise be necessary. The religion of Europe was not 
Christianity, but the worship of the God of War. 
Would it not be possible to form a new alliance — a 
League of Peace — among those nations, who would agree 
to submit their differences to arbitration ? In war it was 
only a question which suffered most ; in arbitration which 
gained most. Some progress was being made. Arbitra- 
tion was no longer a beautiful dream. The unanimous 
vote in the House of Commons last year was a great 
step, and the Behring sea arrangement showed how even 
very difficult questions might be amicably solved. 

The speech of the Chairman was often applauded. 
Cardinal Vaughan, in moving the adoption of the report 
said : To hold four or five millions of men from agricul- 
tural and industrial pursuits, and make them drill and 
prepare for war was economically a most disastrous thing 
for Europe. He believed the whole question was one 
between Paganism and Christianity. 

Mr. Hoare, M. P., in seconding the resolution, said 
that he believed the ideal of universal peace would one 
day become an axiom of universal recognition. 

The following resolutions were unanimously voted : 

1. That this meeting hereby expresses its satisfaction 
that the committee has taken active steps to obtain the 
cooperation of their colleagues on the continent in 
reference to the proposals for the reduction of the mili- 
tary burdens of Europe, and particularly approve of the 
memorial to her Majesty the Queen that she should take 
the initiative in the latter important object, and the 
meeting trusts that the friends of peace throughout 
Europe will promote every measure which will afford re- 
lief to the suffering peoples, and diminish the danger of 
war. 

2. That this meeting hereby expresses great satisfac- 
tion that the unanimous vote of the House of Commons 
last year in favor of a permanent treaty of arbitration 
between Great Britain and the United States is being fol- 
lowed up by corresponding measures on the part of the 
latter ; and trusts that ere long the proposed treaty may 
be signed — an event which must have an important in- 
fluence on the progress of the principle of arbitration 
throughout the civilized world. And this meeting further 
unites with the friends of international justice every- 
where in rejoicing at the decision by a tribunal of arbitra- 
tion arrived at last year in reference to the rights claimed 
in the Behring Sea ; affording, as it did, a fresh example 
of the practicability of settling international difficulties 
by just and reasonable methods. 

The two sections of the Springer bill given below show 
the aims and the methods of procedure of the proposed 
National Board of Arbitration. The Committee on Labor 
has favorably reported this bill back to the House of Rep- 
resentatives : 

Sec. 3. That whenever differences or controversies 
arise between railroad corporations or other transportation 
companies engaged in the transportation of property or 
passengers among the States or with foreign nations, or 
within the Territories of the United States, or within the 
District of Columbia, and the employees of said com- 
panies, or whenever differences or controversies arise be- 



tween corporations or companies engaged in the manufac- 
ture or mining of articles or products used in and essen- 
tial to the carrying on by such corporations or companies 
of such commerce and their employees, which differences 
or controversies may hinder, impede, obstruct, interrupt, 
or affect such transportation of property or passengers, or 
such interstate or foreign commerce, or which may hinder, 
impede, or obstruct the transportation of the mails of the 
United States, and whenever any differences or contro- 
versies arise within said Territories or within the District 
of Columbia between employees and their employers, all 
such differences or controversies may be settled by the 
National Board of Arbitration created by this Act in the 
manner hereinafter provided. Whenever either party to 
any such differences or controversies may desire to submit 
the same to arbitration, such party shall present to said Na- 
tional Board of Arbitration a petition in writing, setting 
forth the facts in reference thereto and praying for the 
relief which such party may desire. When such petition 
shall be received by the National Board of Arbitration, 
the said board shall furnish the other party thereto with a 
copy of such petition and with notice to appear at a time 
stated and make answer thereto. When such answer is 
submitted, a time and place shall be fixed for the investi- 
gation and hearing thereof. Should such party decline to 
file an answer or refuse to make any appearance in the 
case, the said National Board of Arbitration shall pro- 
ceed to make the investigation and to render a decision 
thereon, the same as if an answer had been filed : Pro- 
vided, That when an answer is filed and questions for 
determination are mutually submitted, the award or deci- 
sion shall cover all questions so submitted ; but when no 
answer is filed, or no questions mutually submitted, the 
award or decision shall go only to the extent of enforcing 
the rights which the petitioning party may have in law or 
equity. 

Sec. 6. That the said National Board of Arbitration 
shall have power to investigate the causes of all contro- 
versies and disputes between employees and their em- 
ployers in the United States as they may occur, whether 
such controversies and disputes are submitted for arbitra- 
tion or not, and to report thereon to the President of the 
United States, who shall from time to time transmit such 
reports to Congress. In making such investigation and 
all other investigations authorized by this Act, said com- 
missioners, or a majority of them, may, in their discre- 
tion, proceed to the place where such controversies exist, 
and they shall have power to send for persons and papers 
and to administer oaths to witnesses, and they shall have 
such other powers as are possessed by United States com- 
missioners appointed by the circuit courts of the United 
States in making preliminary examinations. 



EVENTS OF THE MONTH. 



The great event of the past month in this country has 
been the Debs strike and boycott. Critical and distress- 
ing as the outlook at one time was, there was never any 
real danger of civil war, as many English papers tried to 
make the world believe. It was simply a contest between 
the legally constituted authorities, municipal, state and 
national, and bands of unorganized rioters, and the out- 
come was certain from the beginning. 



